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M3 GRHOGRKAPHICAL 
fiddle Fork Township is located in the southern tier of fowm- 
ships of Ringgold county, Iowa. Its location relative to the 
county is very similar to that of the county to the state, 
being on the southern border and near the southwestern corner, 
NAME ORIGIN 
As the name implies, the township was so designated because 
of the middle fork of the Grand River traversing the area from 
its north central boundary to near the scuthwestsarn corner, 
where it enters the state of Missouri. The river rises in two 
branches, leading out arrene southern and western sections of 
the city of Mount Ayr, seat of government of the nee 
PRIMITIVE SETTLERS | 
The earliest known residents of Middle Fork Township were the 
Sac and Fox Indians. The western boundary between this band 
and several other tribes follows approximately the route of 
the C. B. & Q. Railroad, which cuts through the northwest cor~ 
ner of the township-e The text of the treaty entered into on 
July 15, 1830, whereby the "yellow and Red Earth" people re- 
linquished their property rights in this region to the United 
States, reads in part: "passing to’ said high lands along He 
dividing ridge between the forks of the Grand River." Curator 
Ora Williams of the Towa State Department of History and 
Archives finds little concerning Indian experiences in this 
part of the state. He has however prepared a brief statement, 
as follows; Every part of Iowa was familiar to the Indians 
who hunted and trapped along the streams and over the wide 
prairies. Southwestern Iswa was well lmown to many of the 


tribes. 
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The Osages used parts of Towa and parts of Missouri, before 
Iowa became a territory. The Pottawattamies held a large area 
in southwest Iowa. The Sacs and Foxes, and the Iowas, with re- 
lated tribes, occupied’ much of the region. | | 

When the United States authorities moved tho last of the 
Indians to the new reservations in Kansas and beyond, the main 
body of the Secs and Foxes, who had lived in:.central Iowa, 
traemped along the "Dragoon Trace". in charge of tne last of the 
dregoons, or mounted soldiery, and this route followed the old” 
buffalo and deer trails and the Indian paths through Ringgold. 
county and across what was once the northwest corner of Missouri. 

The best authenticated record of Indians in this part of ‘ 
the state relates to Chief Johnny Green, a Pottawattamie, who 
z-oamed all over Iowa and was finally buried in Marshall county 
where a monument records his career. He lived at various places 
in what is “now Union county, Madison county, Hardin county and 
so on. He was a good Indian. He befriended the peoneers as 
apainst the warlike Indians of the north. He had led back into 
Towa a large band of his people, when they became homesick and 
refused longer to stay on the new reservations. They came back 
along the old Dragoon Trace through Ringgold county. 

It is on record that the only Indian who ever secured 
title to land in Iowa was Johnny Green, and he bought from the 
government a tract in the north part of Ringgold county, which 
later he lost by failure to pay taxes. 

There is a tradition, not very well authenticated, but 
probably besed on Pape that a small band of Pottawattamies at 


one time, after they had lost their right to remain in Iowa, 
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became troublesome in Ringgold county. It was reported that 

a man who was mysteriously missing had been killed by the 
Indians. A committee of frontiersmen callod et the Indian 
camp anc demanded surroncsr of the suopessed murcerer,. The 
Indians denied any erime nad been committed. But they agreed 
to leave [Towa and aid so.. They left. tehind them some of their 
Buns and traps anasthiase:-were sold to defray this expenses: of 
gome persons in forming the posse. 

But later, the missing man returned, naving gone east on 
a visit without notice to anybody. This was nsarest to an 
Indian war ever reachsd in Ringgold county. 

The northwest corner of ‘Missouri had been fixed, by the 
State’ of Missouri, at a point a little to the southwest of 
the county séat; but after the boundary settlement the part 
of the county claimed by Missouri was a part of Iowa. The 
new survey moved the state line about nine miles. The Dra-~ 
goon Trace crossed this small part of whet was Missouri. An 
extension of Missouri to the. river west was made by treaty 
Ween nea gos * 

Mr. Williams also kindly supplied data from Andreas! Atlas 
of Towa--1878; Abandoned Towns and Post Offices by D. C. Mott; 
Early History of Ringgold County, Iowa, by Mrs. B. M. Lesan 
1627 and Aiog. and Hist. Record of Ringgold County, Iowa--1887, 
which will appear at appropriate places hereefter. 

SETESE TENE TEAETE TENE TEEN TENE MEIE TE TE TENE ETE TEE 
SLAVERY 
én old history carries a story about one L. P. Allen from 


North Cerolina, who lived for e time in Middle Fork Township 
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and had two ravage It is steted thet Fletchall vouched for 

the story that he saw the slaves sold in St. Joseph. This 

would have been Littleton P. Allen, who on Aug. 29, 1855, pre- 

empted Lots 7 and 3--135.63 acres, in Sec. 30, in southwest 

corner of township and bordering right on the Missourd line. 
ORGAN IZATION 

On May 14, 1855, Ringgold county was formally organized, 
Since 1852 it had boen'a civil: township of Taylor county. 
Such a sub-division does not exectly doeogen ie é Congress- 
ional township and is somewhat efter the manner of the town- 
ships or) the en tens states. The county officers were first 
known es "Judges of the County Court." About 1862 the term 
"“Board,of Supervisors" is found as being used. 

The first official moscting of county officers was held 
duly 2, 1855, and the county divided into querters by the 
township line between Townships 64 end 69. Each quartcr 
compriscd four townships, forming an Gloction precinct. The 
southwest precinct, of which Township 67-30 was a part, was 
numbered threo and namcd Wust Fork. . (Thers also eppcars to 
heave been an East Fork.)- The homo of “John McGaughey was 


designated. as the polling placs»for Yost Fork. 


Records in,the, Auditor's office show that: 

"In the yoear of March 1, 1853, a petition signed by Wondcll 
Poor and twenty-three othvurs was presonted by John Carmen for 
€ Givision of West Fork Township by range line bctwecn Ranges 
50 and 31, and whet belongs to Mount Ayr Township, This was 
reed eee court and no objections were mede, thereby it 
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cinct end named Viddlc-Fork Township nuinber 7, end ordcred 
the first election be held on first Monday in April, 1358, 
et the house of David Rnyart. 
(Signed) Jamo s C. Hagans, County Judge." 

The ‘first’ judgos;at’ the eloection.wore J.C. Stuart; Geo. 
Shober and Allon Higgins. “Tho clerks wore: Jnos. A. Miller and 
Honry Arnott, and they oach reesived {31.00 for their services, % 
but Geo. Shober, who made the returns, received $2.00, On 
July 6 the same year there was another allowance and those 
sorving on the élection board were H. Arnett, Wm. Arnett, -and 
T.'.D. Marshall, judges; and Jno. Miller and John Brown, clerks. 

The County Oanvassers were James C. Hagans, County Judge, 
wee eter andeb. Bb. Dunning. 

On Scptember 9, 1858, were two petitions presonted by 
Waren OOrLin, asking the court to ‘curtail from Middle Fork 
precinct the Northwest fourth of Township 68, north of Range 
30 west, and attach it to Mt. Ayr precinct to better eccom- 
modeuo the citizens, of, thetatcrritory for all political 
purposes. Tho court ordercd it done ‘and the place of election 
to be at the house of Henry Arnott. in ssid township. 

On Novembsr 11, 1385¢, of Middle Fork Township No. 7, 

J. G.-otuert; Eb. Maudlin,,..and «A. McCullough wore judges of 

the election ond T. Kirkcr and Nathan Miller were clerks. 

Thoy were paid ¢1.00 cach, except John A. Miller, who received 
2400 for meking the returns. | 

On December 17, 1859, wes the dey set to appoint two men 
for sone saber. As there was e tie between J. J. Griffith, 


John McGeughcy end Wm. Dennis, the Treasurer, Sheriff and 
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the Judgc erranged ballots end lots were drewn. Tho offices 
worc filled by \wm. Dennis end John HeGaughcy. 
On Februsry 4, 1860, Samuel Allison was appointed sur- 
veyor of Ringgold County. 
T. F. Haw filed his account of {18.90 on March 28, 1860, 
for ning days! assessing of Middle Fork Township, 
On April 2, 1860, the distribution of school funds for 
the different townships, were for Middle Fork Township-- 
Permanent fund, {$535.04 
Temporery Ne Lob 844 
Totel, “169. 8a 
BevsueryrcO, el Soo. oni thisiday Jecd. Griffithepyre- 
commendation of the Township Trustces of Middlc Fork Town- 
ship was appointed constable of said township and has quel- 
ifisd by giving bond end taking oath of office," 
(Signed) J. W. Keller, Judge. 
Fobrucry 2 préceding, wes this interest notetion re- 
tecing to en vecioining township.) "F.C. Abarr, S150 for 
teking and destroying a wild cat." 
July 17 of that ycar John A. Miller filed an account for 
©2000 for services as Township Olerki 
On the 23rd. instent the Beard of Equalization levied 
for Widdle Fork Township 33 mills for schoolhouse purposes 
end for Teachers hen lz mills on the dollar of the assessed 
value of both real and personel property. 
On April 6, 1861, the County apportioned stete school 
funds to “iddle Fork Township on the besis of sixty-three 
pupils end {.142.64. 
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On April 16 thereafter, the county apportioned to the road 
fund to liiddle Fork Township /1383.33-1/3 for the years 
185$-60. 

On June 9, following, a motion to allow Allen Higgins 
yo-00 for prosecuting in "State of Iowa vs Robert Mccoy" 
was lost. Later a motion to allow J. J. Griffith $8.00 for 
this same McCoy case passed, 

On June 6, 1861, the Board met and motioned'a levy be 
MaAcge.Gl. 1 1Vve nL lls on thewdoltar’on taxable er hs of 
Middle Fork Township for schoolhouse puryoses, 

The Jury List selected by. trustees of each township on 
vanuary Ol, 1661, vere written on ballots and folded in 
présence of the County Judge, Clerk and Sheriff and the 


following nemes were drrwn to serves 


J. Stephens Iracel Cooper | H. Arnett 
David Lamb John Dwyre E, Maudlin 
Chas. Sheldon dimming led ti Un | C. H. Schooler 
Abreham Johnson John W. Oshell V. G. Ruby 
Martin Stephens J. W. Low Henry Sinco 


The list of Petit Jurors: drawn on the Slst day of July, 
1462 to serve et the Seotember term of District Court of 


Ringgold County were; 


BD. M. Lesan Russell Pealer L. Se Terwilliger 
D. Schlapia John Foltz Cab. one ldon 
Garrett Pottopffr Jesse Thompson J. Vie Low 

G. w.-~Lesan A. J. MeClain John Shields 


ime Parsons Thomes B. Farmer C. K, Grimes 
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The ebove were drawn by 
Ith S. Beall-Clerk, District Court 


I. W. Keller-County Judge 
John McGaughey-Sheriff 

On August 9, 1862, the Boerd met in special session 
and appropriated the sum of $25.00 out of the County Treasury 
to be equally divided among all noncommissioned officers and 
privates which will be received in the services of the United 
States. The Clerk was required to issue warrants for 60% 
of whole amount at the date of mustering into service, and 
the remainder at the expiration of four months from that date. 

(Signed) Thomas Ross, Chairman. 

On June 1, 1863, the Board was composed of Wright, 
Gard, Baird, Schooler, Beall, Nulph, Tedrow, and Cooper. 
The assessor's books were taken up and report on the census 
wes mades Middle Fork Township had 126 males and 114 females, 
making e total of 240 for the Township. The total for 
Ringgold County was 3056 inhabitants. 

| PUBLIC LAND ENTRIES 

Middle Fork Township, the legal description of which 
is Township 67 North, Range 50 West, Sth Principal Mer- 
idian, was surveyed under three contracts. In August, 
1848, James M. Marsh completed a small portion of the work. 
In August, 1852, William Dunn completed a similar project. 
Between December, 1852, and May, 1853, Mr. Dunn completed 
thé survey. on July 5, thereafter, it was officially 
approved, and filed in the office of the Surveyor General 


at Dubuque. The total acreage shown was 17, 960.235 acré6és, 
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as egainst 25,040 acres in the standard township. Since 


the aréa lies along the Iowa-Missouri state border it is 
frectional, and instead of 36 sections, boasts a.scant 
50, the lower tier averaging only about 210 rads rether 
than requisite 520. The public lands were proclaimed for 
entry on May 18, 1854, and offered August 15,°1858, “With- 
drawn from market on May 21, 1856, they were restored Feb-' 
ruary 15, 1858; The local WU. S. Land office was et Cheritons 
PUBLIC LAND TERMS 
Homestead--The Congressional Act of May 20, 1862, 
signed by President Lincoln, provides for homestead entry 
of 160 acres of public land. After five years and not more 
than seven years' residence final proff was made and title 
passed to the homesteader. Free homesteads were brought 
ebout through bie teercres of Congressman Galusha Aaron Grow 
of Pennsylvania, who leter gigned the Act as speaker of the 
House of Representatives. The first homestead filing was 
mede Jan. 1,°1863, on land near Beatrice, Nebraska. This 
- was on the day Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclametion, 
Pre-emption--Under the terms of the earlier Pra aa tan 
Act one was required to enter upon the land and establish 
settlement before a declaratory statement could be filed. 
Six months of ectual residence on the land thereefter was 
required before proof and payment of G1.2c5 per acre. 
*ilitery Bounty and Land Warrants--These warrants 
oie ee to heve been in the nature of © bonus to those who 


preformed U. S. military service prior to March 3, 1855. 
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The veteran frequently assigned his rizht to another for a 
consideration. The werrants were also known 9s scrip. The 
notation “indemnity granted," which may occur opposite the 
entry of militery bounty land warrants and other looations 
or seles, Macatee that the land wes selected on behalf of 
the State under the Swamp-land Act of September. 23, 1850, 
but heving been disposed of prior to the Indemnity Aet of 
Merah 2,./.000,,e8S extendedtpy, thevAct of ‘Verch  S$e13957,5 other 
land was granted the State in lieu thereof. 
EARLY LAND ENTHKIES 

The General Land Office, Depertment. of the Interisr, 
has furnished ten perzes of Ghotostat copies of erizinel 
entries of the lands of this-.township. These entries, while 
probebly not of interest to the general reader,. are very 
Valucble end copies will be?’pleaced ‘on file in thé Mount 
Ayr: Publie Librery end the State Historical Library. 

ROADS AND RAILROADE 

In Dioneser days, before fencing became general, there 
wGre wagon road ‘rollowingy the ridges. or cregts of nills. 
When obliged to follow section lines as the country became 
settled building roed: beoare en imnortent function of 
tewnship government. Henry Riling was long an operator of 
the horse-drawn grader in his community. Devid Glendenning 
with s crew of men and boarding outfit did mueh read build- 
ing. Meny scrapers of both drag and whe«led types were 


then in use. 
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The first country road constructed wes two miles on 


the old Air Line between Delphos and Redding, and bordered 
on the north and west lines of Section 6 in the northwest 
corner of the township. This wes the main highway in the 
southwestern part of the county 30 yeers age. Now U. S. 
Highway 169 runs directly east ef Old Redding for five 
miles, the last four in Middle Fork, thence at the south- 
éast corner of Section 10, it turns north for two miles, 
where it enters Rice Township and on into Mount Ayr. 

we are indebted to the Burlington Lines for the history 
of the C..B..& Q. Railroad, in: Ringgold county, and in- 
tersecting Sections 6: and 7 of Middle Fork Township. ‘They 
state under date of August 22, 19359; 

Replying to your letter of August 8 in regard to the 
6arly history of tho Leon, Mount Ayr and Southwestern Rail~ 
road which you are incorporating in your history of the 
community in the vicinity of Delphos ond Reddine: 

Some of the data you request are not svaileble, per- 
ticulerly thet in ora s to the egents, but I am giving 
you most of Qhe informe tion you ask for. 

‘Surveys were made in 1876 for ea railroad commencing 
at & poind on the Burlington end Missouri Reilroed at or 
néesr Leon in Decatur County, Iowe, and ending at Mount 
Ayr or points beyond e«s may be determined; before the road 
was constructsd it hed been desided to build to Grant Gity, 
Missourl. 


The Leon, Mount Ayr and Southwestern Railroad Company 
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wee incorporated under the general lews of Towe by articles 
executed September 28, 1678 and filed with the Secretary of 
State for Iowa October 31, 1878. It was orgenized at Bur- 
lington, Iowa, March 1, 1879. 

Two contractors built this line, the section Leon to 
Yount Ayr constructed by BW. S. Woods, a Pennsylvania con- 
tractor, and from Mount Ayr; Iowa to Grant City, Missouri, 
built by Lyman Cook, a Burlington, Towa, contractor. Con- 
struction commenced et Léon May 1879 and roed was completed 
end open for’business to Mount Ayr September 26, 1879, and 
to Grent City: September 20, 18380, 

This compeny did not operate eny portion of the rail- 
road constructed under its cherter, The line was operated 
from the dete of its completiaun until December 31, 1901, 
by the Chicago, Burlingtcn and Quincy Railroad Oompany as 
lessee snd since thet date as owner by deed. 

On. Hondey, November 27, 1935S, CBEQ bus services, was 
inaugureted on U. Ss. Highway 16955 and the Reilroed's 
passenger service discontinued on the brench, except that 
those who wish may petronize the froéights. An officiel 
bus stetion stop was designeted at the Bunker Hill oil 
station, and known es Delphos Junction. 

Wrunemosbe.ot us, .to think of the railroad: stations 
of Delphos end keddin,, is to visuelize thet feithful agent 


of our boyhood, Frank Hillhovse, now retired and with his 


wité, the former Kose Merts, now heve their home in Lelphos,. 


end heve two daughters, 
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KUHLL FREB DELIVERY 
The P. 0. Dept. Librery records indicate thst Porel 
free delivery service wes established et kedding on July 
1, 1902, with one.10ute end thet Deniel M. Herris wes the 
Dinetecerrian. 


Vach of the western part of the township 


wes served by this route. Joseph Weugh wes the moving 


spirit in promoting this service. This is well within 
the memory of those in middle life who were beneficicrius 
of the vision of this neighbor and native son. 

SCHOOLS 

The earliest availeble officiel country record we 
Reve col¢public schcalssin the township is the notation, 
deted April 2, 1560, distributing school funds in the 
amount of 169.853, and ea Levy made July 23rd thereafter 
On all Bexable, property. On June 6, 1661, 2 lévy wes 
mede for scheolhouse purposes. 

George W. Arnett, now of Arkenses City, Kanses, 
sterting out a life as «2 teacher in 1872 in the home town- 
shiv is suthority for the stetement there were nine school 
houses in the township et) thee.time.:: Now there sre rive, 
ee follows: 

P-——Scnd Point. On Nwehweesol, Section 115 

2--Rose Hill, on Wk. E. + of Section 9. 

3--Glipper, on East % of Section 19. 

4--Cchestiut Ridge, on Fost % of Seation 21. 

S--Hickory Grove, on N. w. % OF Section 24 
The Redding Consolidrted school district serves much 


of the northwestern erea of the township, with meny other 
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14 
students taking their high school work there end et Lelphos 


end Nount Ayr. 

Among the oldcr schools we list the following: Rose 
Hill school hous; wes well known beceuse here there were * 
religious servios.: h6ld:in very early deys.. This school 
wee located sbouc’ se: querter of a mile ‘eest of the Jacob 
A. Seville home on U. S. Highwey 169, and at the northeest 
corner of Section “16.-« -Itewas, built the summer ‘of 41872, 
George Arnett taught the first term of school there, be=~ 
ginning the first week in September, 1872. Mr. Arnett 
tought there severel terms and stetes he still hes the 
cheir Ne used in thet.first term of school. He recells 
thet emong his pupils during thet period, end one who 
later became « teecher end teught in the home school was 
Belle Glendenning. 

The successor to this pioneer school is elso known 
as *Rose Hil *andwloceted' threé-fourths of o mile: to the 
north of "old hose Hill." 

The Bunker Hill school wes built on the southecst 
corner of Section 7, across;the highwey from the oil station 
on the Jethro J. Griffith frrmstéecd. This wes discontinued, 
Procerly in wonersoring -ofeiaoe, Tor sthet: fell ites pupils 
ettended the: school.e mile to the north. 

Empiré was on the southeast corner of Scction 6, and 
eeross thu rocdway from the Pelestine U. B. Church. The 
lest tescher there wes Henneh Les in 1899-1900. Following 


tie union with Bunker Hill @ new school housé wrs built 
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15 
1 mile to the south on Sec. 8 and the first term was taught 
in 1900-1901 by J. Oscar Marts now of Secttle. The following 
year the teacher was Miss Gertrudo Abarr, who became Mrs. 
Loster Gallagher of Mt. Ayr. 


Hickory Grove school for many years was located on the 


Enst 3 of Sec. 23 about a + mile south of the new school house. 


In 1895-6 tonchers were Eddic Hoffman and Sylvia Scotte 
Official records are made available through courtesy of 
Superintendent Vera F. Dickens and extending form 1896 on, 


are shown: 


YEAR NO.. TEACHER NO. TEACHER i 
1896 Frank Glenn 
1896-1897 5 Gilbert Gander 5 Lester Hoffman 

4 John Glenn 6 Gilbert Gander 
1897-1898 1 Heese Tyrrel 4 A. Le Hoffman 

5 Nettie Mekemson. 6 Lester Hacker 
1898-1889 2 Lois Shaffer 5 Minnie Inches 

3 Emma Lynch 4A AeLe Hoffman 

5 Nettie Mekemson 6 Florence Sharfer 
1899-1900 “le Geoe Be Kindblade Dee, RURXXWRUERX 

6 Jeu barre st **eVirda Glendenning 
1901-1902 4 Mite. Nel ue HOLtmany.o Ruby Waugh 

6 bdna La Ve. Austin 1 Edna La V. Austin 

l Annie E. Pratt 
1902-1903 6 Edna La V. Austin 6 Clarnce L. Grey 

4 Allie Guthrie 3 Gertrude Abarr 

od Dee Case 6 Edne La V. Austin 
1903-04 5 Ora F. Dugger 3 Lora Denhart 

2 Anne Rush 6 Maude Murray 
2 Bessie Seimiller 6 Edythe McMullen 
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1905-1906 


1906 


1906-1907 


1907 


1907-1908 


1908 


1908-1909 


1909-1910 
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1911-1912 


1912-1913 
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Pearl Ce. Brown 
Maude Henderson 


Maggie Hannon 
Kittie Hannon 


Mrs. Maggie Griffith 


Maude Murray 
Bertha Abarr 
Clara B. Butler 
Nettie Omer 


Myrtle Jefferson 
Daisy Anderson 
Flossie 

VY. de Dennis 


OGiSs  Shiltn 
Lillie Harroun 
Elsie Kelley 


Anne Kaster 


Roy Stephens 
Worren S. Wright 


Pearl R. Stephens 


Gertrude Crouch 
Ethelyn M. Bartlett 
Blsie Kelley 


Pearl Brown 
Ednah Le Miligan 
Jessie F. Crouch 
Burton Brown 


Susie Denney 
Goldia Spencer 
Angie Warden 
Rebecca Hanksns 


Ruth. Carr 
Clara Stuck 
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Lettie Nelson 
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Anna Rush 


Clara Butler 
Mrse Lulu Shaffer 
Clara Butler 


William Dennis 
warren Se Wright 
Elsie Kelley 


William Dennis 
Clara Butler 
Elsie Kelley 
Otis Smith 


Jennie McAninch 
Pearl Re. Stephens 


Pearl Brown 


Jessie Crouch 
Hannah Lee 


Jessie Crouch 
Edna Mekemson 


Mabel Hankins 
Pearl R. Stephens 
Pearl R. S,ephens 
Elsie Kelley 


Margaret Doubet 
Jelen Be Harris 
Elsie Kelley 
Rose Donahue 


Nellie Gallowcy 
Elsie Kelley 


Bessie Bryan 
Elsie Kelley 


ao #10 
asitué stasis a BS ds dg brrito ott 
Ada ‘pinaed moll ten ye hh : ork 
Pdgiw! .& neta | © don & 
a _. Qeifext otala 7%. i wit 
ce 16m sittee: Uf 4 
etnmed matitsy 3 hoatettee re * } Ha" —680e., 
o teftull si1sld é soeishad yetod 2 ; 
| volient otelg f eiseolt | 8 
fgime eito é einaed ob Mm 
foninfiiom sianeL ;2 ditim@ eltO  ..€ 
enefgets »«f [inst fa suo tinh ef l£id S 
yollemt eielZ ~ Rie 
avora Ire f ‘Tote ae $ 
douenrd sirest & ere. yor ] <? 
se. dontch if ddgiw 8 novia . & ut Keb 4 
snevdiesd# of Itned @ Boer | 
fogord oteast s dove1d sbeitisd — : “ eoer-e0ek © 
goemexeM sibel 8! gseitind WM aeisnsT ©=6 «OS oh, 
yellen oie la a oe 
agg [eo ae * 
antvasl Loedol a | mio 102 o a a ORGEe' CL 
anefiaetl «A itseF ji angiiiv od a ae 
eneniqs,a .fi L[iset . 8 tloso719. ‘2 obey Mi & # - 
“ie er 
vol Lex eielaz” ee a eee 
ae eet le i? oe Rie ae 
tedved to1m3 10M a one cs 
eitiei «<a-noleh * 6 ay Baha F, 
yolist stelg “Ss Taeen 
sndnmod eeof of 


pvegtet eiliet- 
oe Mette oteig a nat A 


fipy-@ sleeved tan 
Se iy 


gin ee RAIL iit 


1913-1914 


1914-1915 


19215-1916 


1916-1917 


Lee iy cea Bits 


Pe16<1919 


1919-1920 


1920-1921 


1921-1922 


1922-1923 


1923-1924 
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TEACHER 


Mary F. Clayton 
Lela Abarr 

Ines L. Norris 
Sylvia Glendenning 


Iva S. Brown 
Ethel Blunck 
Myrtle J. Denney 


Myrtle J. Denney 
Lottie R. Willey 
Inez Le Norris 


Elsie Kelley 
Inez Le Norris 
Fern Seaton 
Inez Parker 


Mable Campbell 
Bernice Main 
VuULLo  D.wioe 


Mable Campbell 
Dade Crouch 
Audrey Hoxworth 


Ethel Boyles 
Elsie Kelley 
Mrs. Maude Adams 
Clara B. Denney 
Letha Spencer 


Blsie Kelley Fern 
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Lottie Black &Seaton 4 
audrey Hoxworth Fullers 


Ralph Lamb 


Blsie Kelley 
ilta Miller 
Fern Armstrong 


Alte Miller 
Marian Fisher 
Sylvia Waugh 


Mildred Willicems 
Mrs. Gladys Jagger 
Eunice Shafer 
Leone ‘Jatson 
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TEACHER 


Leona B. Comer 
Inez Parker 
Bessie Bryan 


Inez L. Norris 
Fern Seaton 
Vey U. Seaton 


LeMay Allen 
Mona Shroyer 
Elsie Kelley 


Myrtle J. Denney 
One Faye Rush 
sarah M. Parker 


Ctara B. Denney 
Eula C. Stephens 


Clara B. Denney 
Opal Jennings 


florence Garten 
Clara Be Denney 
Mrs. Pearl Hiatt 
Bernice Saville 


Henriette Carr 
Bernice Hannely 
Marian Fisher 
Hazel Mathews 


Florence Fisher 
Marian Fisher 


Florence Fisher 
Fern Waugh 


Ethel Blauer 
Audrey Sefrit 
Alta Miller 
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1926-1927 


1927-1928 
1928-1929 


1929-1930 
1930-1931 
1931-1932 
1932-1933 


1933-1934 
1934-1935 
1935-1936 
1936-1937 
1937-1938 


1938-1939 


1939-1940 
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4 
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Ti..CHER 


Eunice “fells 
Alice E. Fisher 


Le aDUuEtt lead 


Eleanor Mekensom 
Ruth Uglow 


Maxine Lantz 
Sylvia Yaugh 


Ernest Bleck 
Sylvia ‘Waugh 


Georgia Denhart 
Rth Ferber 
Bertha Saville 


Luther Beymer 
Neva Haviland 
aymond Harris 


. | 
Louise Bassett 
Deva Miller Austin 
Vivian Prec 


Louise Bassett 
fa ZC rh waugh 
VNAVEON “PROC G 


LaVeta. Murphy 
hGE2cl LOsopenee: 


Rose Varner 
Hazel Waujth 


Mildred Diebert 
hazel Waugh 


Mildred Deibe3t 
Evelyn James 


Frances Shneumaker 
Mabel Heaton 


irs. lillian Foltz 
Bernadene Saville 


Ethel Saville 


Opal Jackson 
Maxine Smith Bagley 
Hazel Burgher 
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TEACHER 


Ethel Blruecr 
fhite. filler 


unice McQuigg 


Sylvia Waugh 
Isabel Perkins 
Beth Beyner 


Dola Saltzman 
Beth Beymer 


Ernest Black 

Neva Haviland 
Mrs. Bertha Olney 
Robert Stone 
Lavaun Fry 


Rose Varner 
Lavaun Fry 


Rose Varner 
Arzelle Spencer 


Rose Varner 


mone Raven 


Ow 


Ethel Thomspson 
Lucille Maudlin 


Rose Varner 
Edna Lamb 


Rose Varner 
Lucille Maudlin 


Mary M. Ward 
Ethel Saville 


Mary Me Ward 


Doris Kingsley 


Roberta Ostrander 
Doris Kingsley 
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POST OFFICES AND POST ROADS 

Thru courtesy of a former fellow--Senatorial secretary, 
J. Austin Latimer, now Bxrecutive Assistent to the Postmaster 
Generel, we heve very complete official deta from the P. 0. 
Dept. Library on the postal service in this section, as in 
hereinefter indicated: 

There are attached lists of all pogtmasters of record 
who have. served at tne following post offices, with dates 
of appointmontss 

Thesrecords: indicate thatthe post office at Clipper, 
Ringgold County, Iowa was established on June 25, 1874, 
end thet Benjemin F. Higsins was appointed the firsbd post- 
master .there.: It is “indiceted ‘that.-Mr. Higgins continued 
es postmester at €lipper untidy ne .was succoeded by Hervey 
weugh, wiose appointment wes on Januery 18, 1d”5. An 
oraer Of, vay 7, lovd, discontinued the office, effective 
May 15, 13888, end the mail was ordered sent to Redding, 
Iowa. The carliest aveileble record of compensetion at 
the offiee shows thet it was 36.80 for the fiscal year 1875. 

The records show thet the office wes established on 
Route No. 26145, end it is indicated that service on this 


route wes from Grant City, Missouri to Mount Ayr, Iowa, 
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twenty-nine miles end back, twice a week. The neme of the 
contractor on the route et the tive the office wes estab- 
. Lished is not availseble at the present time; however, it 
tuenoice ted: thet: on. Maren o,.1870;~> es contrect toreaervice 
on the rovte wes mede with James Frier and William B. 
McAlister. 

From D. li. Mott's “Abandoned Towns" we find NEWPORT, 
« hemlet, in the northwestern part of Secton 11, ‘:as shown 
On meus 1 romel3/75 to 18901 P2910. Dept. recordsaindicate 
this wes not» a post office, | 

Officiel records of star route service between Red- 
ding end Ingart also ere not available. Eerl Claybureg, 
now of Greeley, Coloredo, submits the following which is 
substentiated by verbel statements mede previously by 
Lizzie Jane Hagens, then in cherge of the Ingert office. 
Hes says: "As SerRtaeks I can remember, Grendpe Clayburg 
quit carrying the mail a short time before Grandmother 
Cleyburg died, end she died December 5, 18°5, or per- 
haps e“yerr errlier, I went to live’ with them in 1890, 
and he wes cerryin,, meil at thet tire and I don't lnow 
how long before." 

The first rurel route in iiiddle Fork township was 
No. 1 from Mt. Ayr which wes in operetion in the spring 
Or Leese. The cerrier et Tirst wes required to blow a 
whistle on epproaching « frrm house to advise the box 


holder if eny meil wes delivered there. 
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21 
INGART GROVE, RINGGOLD COUNTY, IOWA 


List of Post Mastors 


POSTMASTER | (iii DATE: APPOINTED 1 
Milton S. Trullinger September 26, 1860. 
Mrse Mary M. Miller November 25, 1863 


Le Arnett 


farch, 184.1664 


Uivuones. Irullinger May 13, 1864 
Henry Glondenning March, 7.3: 2865 
Midton jose Irusiingen duly sso? ,.20 0 
William Roberts January 10, 1876 
Delia Steadman March 28. 1878 
Louisa J. Chamberlin October 3, 1832 


Louisa de 
Lovin Ps 
Sallic ie 
Jane Ee. 


The neme ot this office was chenged to 
Ingart cn vine 20, 1883 


Chamberlin Juno 20, 93885 

Chamber lin( To. correct name.) July’ 17 ,<icsorn 4 fo 
Guthric December Sil, 1885 
agans October 24, 1888 


This office was discountinued, April 18, 1894, 
Mail was ordered sent to Redding. 
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MILITARY ORGANIZATION 

Middle Fork township had the distinction of having a 
military company, knownas the Home Guerds, curing the Civil 
Weare At the outset of the war in 1861 loyalists in northern 
Missouri were menaced by Secessionists and many crowded 
across -the ;line:into+-lIowa.,...Local: companies of gunarés had 
been formed early in the southern Iowa counties aic these 
hastened to thecsida of their loyal comrades south of the line. 
Three times during the year these guards went into Missouri 
to meet southern trvops coming northward. At one time the 
northern men feel mack in the face of superior numbers to a 
point near Allendaie and threw up breastworks. Being reinforced 
to the numbers of 2000 inen by companies from other Iowa border 
counties the northern goup forced the southern men to Betire 
and followed as far as Ste Joseph, much to the relief of that 
terrorized city. 

In 1862 these home guards were regularly commissioned by 
the State of Iowa and named the Southern Border Brigade to 
distinguish them from a similar militia which was formed 
near the Minnesota line to moet depredations of the Sioux 
Indians. The organization in Middle Fork twonship was Compmy 
C of the Srd Battallion of the brigade. Nathan Millor was 
its captcin and Harvey Waugh First Lioutanants After the 
Southerners retired beyond St. Joseph the Home Guards returned 
home and their activities were confined to detailing ten 


men to patrol the state line cach nighte 
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TELEPHONE 

Inseparably linked with the railrvads is the telograph 
service; and with the telegreph is identified the telephone, 
an early arrival in Iowa. A Telephone line wes built in 
1S00, betvieen Delphos and Allendele, Mo., crossing the town- 
ship, and also directly connected several other towns on the 
same line. In 1901 the Palestine line.was built south and 
east of Delphos. Clay W. Baker installed the telephones, 
and his deuzhter, Ara, now Mrs. Matt Geiger, was the operetor. 
The farm patrons hauled end erected the poles, and Ray 
Baker nailed-on- th pegs, strung the wire end tied it onto 
the insulrtors. The Stromberg-Carlson telephones cost 
v1G,00 each, and tne net cesh cost to members of this coop- 
eretive service association was 25 esch. Officers of the 
organization were John Geiger, Sr., president and W. H. 
Scott, secretery. Concurrently other lines were built east 
of Kedding end south of Mr. Ayr, and soon formea a network 


of comyunication wires throughout the township. 
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CHURCHES & C#MET:.RI2ZS 


Ths first sorvices were held in the pioncer log cabins. 


Ween ono school house $4 Vorne. DULLt sorv7iccs “yor's nald”’ inmost 


Camp, .grove.2and bent mettings wors frequent in ithe carlier 
Jones carve T a"Uncles Tom" iGlendinning .often:toidvorcroat 
revives conductsa” in MiddlewForkwand<vicinitys #vHorwas, a 
dovout Christien: loader of: gréet spiritual pover’ end fcrvor in 
sxuorteation. 

Campi mectings in’ the soarly:d-ys.of the Hickory Grove 
dicww G45 monSiond<¢ cy Je EB. Holden™“™in his nistory of the work 
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work in Middle Fork township wis attached until the dedic-~tion 
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his Mit. #yr buddics for the record of where many of them and 


neighboring comrades rest. 


MIDDLE PRK CEMET/RY, MIDDLE FORK TOWNSHIP 


Athey, John ‘V. 
Barrett, ‘im. 
Cossairt, Gco. ‘J. 

Dennis, Ezckicl M. 
adwards, J2mcs B. 
Glendenning, James ei ~ *” 
Hoffman, John S. . 
Hoffman Martin P. 
Imus, Seth ; 
Locke, Benjamin Z. 
Miller, Robert M. 
Oliver, Frederick Newton 
Reynolds, A. 1 

Vollnogel, Michacl 

Harvey Waugh (Indain Wers) 
weugh, Milctus A. 


be 
De 


Cr ee 


Yt: genie 


COR GE 24 


Co. Ee: 39th Iowa Infantry 
Gorezendsocord ill, Infantry 

4th Iowa Inf. and 9th Iowa Cavalry 
Coste wnt dio. GoOrder Brigades 

Co. B. 18th Iowa Infxrntry 

m7 OL Cavalry 

20t- Tide Infantry 
feneaInd..Infiantry 

ord Iowa Cavalry 

lst Wisc. Hvy Art. 

28th Illinois 

Co.t*l.= 7th Iowa Infantry. 

Co" Bs Looth, Illinois. Infantry 
Company Unknown 

Goes . ord »0.. Border? Brigade 
COvupee lt rounm ond’ Co. Heth: Inde 
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RICKORY GROVE CEMETARY, MIDDLE ORK TOWNSHIP 
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rei y+ 00 
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35th Mo Infantry 

29th end 2nd Mo Cavalry 
SeOeooO Lorde Bait. 
Slsthilll.: Infantry 
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is one of the oldest in the county.. 
Ol etnies rom and Clork familics. 


to in the papagraph on slaves. 


small private 
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This is the 


The families 


were related and lived so necr the Missouri line that when 


Towa was admitted to the union es a free state the Allans moved 


a few hundrcd feet across the line so as tote in slave territorye 
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There are fifteen or sixteen graves in this plot which are 
foirly well merked and inclosed by a triangular formed 
fence. This cemetary of great historical interest is not 


even on the highway and the owner of the land has done well 


in caring for it during these years. 
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BIOGRAPHIES OF PIONEERS 


ARNETT, Henry preempted e« quarter-section.of land in 
November, 1054, and two other tracts the following May. 
Mra. Lesen tells us:he wes born in 1810 in Virginia; left 
eerly an orphan; ceme to Illinois in 1828; in 1831 went to 
Missouri, and the following yeer merried Lucinda Woods, 
then loceted in Iowa: came to the township in 1655,. and 
retired to “t. Ayr thirty yeers later. Among his eleven 
children were George W, Charlcs, Mrs. J. K. P. Norris, and 
Mrs. James Gander. WMeny of his descendents loceted in 
eestern Kenses; among these are Gilbert Gander of Reldwin 
City, snd Arch Michael of Wellsville. William L., born in 
Des Moines County, came to the township and entered land 
at the seme time his father did. 


ATHEY, John resided on S.s of S.E. + of Sec. 17.° 
Among the children were: Ralph, Jamea, and Elmer. 

BAIRD, John, bought the N\. W.g of Section 7 and other 
lands in the township in 136354, end plented the walnut trees 
along the roedside, some of which ere still stending. His 
sons, Semuel end Absalom, and deughter Mertha (Mrs. Merrill), 
ceme lester. While they did did not live in the township, 
fether end sons owned lend within its borders. On their 
respective frrms each preserved a small tract of blue~stem 
preirie grass, mowed annvelly for hey. Absalom merried 
Isebelle Poore end built the home, still standing and fec- 
ing the highway, reilroad, and township. Children were: 
Will, who merried Loretta Herrison, Supt. of Redding 
schools. He st one time ran e bank in Redding. They 
loceted in Ponce Gity, Oklehoma; Alice, who married C. Le. 
Meloy; Mrs. Orrin Spencer; Mrs. James Denhert; Sam, who 
resided in Chicago; Claude, who is e Chicago teacher; 
Bertha, who merried Cortez Main; Roy, who married Lyda 
Meszor; and Dee, now of Memphis, Tenn., who married a 
Cleerfield, girl and they heve a son and deughter. Das 
sings over a brocdceesting network. . He ettended high 
school et Redding and Highlend Prrk College. 


Semuel, Sr., was frther of several children, among 
them being: Scmuel, Jr., who farmed the home place, 
leter loceting in Boise, Idaho, where his son, Elder, 
owns end operetes en extensive dry cleening business end 
is « member of the State Senetes Nina, who merrisd 
Orren C. Hull, and they hed Herry, who became oe benker, 
end Leila, who merriéd Forrest Main. oOrren wes closely 
ossocicted with the township. Coming to the county with 
his brothers, Robert end Lec, he errly operrsted ¢ huckster 
Service. His femily clweys cttended Pelestine services. 
Wow i:6 owns cn Oil stetion in Kellerton. 
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C. L. Meloy, 18¢4 merried Alice Beird end they locrted 
on the N.E.g of Sec.7,still the femily home. His fether, 
Devid Meloy, czamé from Indiana end settled on 2 ferm two 
miles north of Kedding, where they reared e frmily of four 
sons end two deughters. One of these wes c local physician. 
Clerencse Lincoln served seversl terms as eounty commissioner 
end was active in community send church cffeirs. His son 
Plizvel, hes long engeged in operseting en oil ststion in 
Redding, end in livestock business. They hrve eo deughter, 
Micrizcn, who is e teacher ct Spickerd, Mo., and Flevel, "Bill! 
@ university student. Bernice is married, lives in Redding, 
end hes two deughters, Berbrra end Kathleen. Heving so 
lerge 2 ferm, "Link" usuclly kept + man, end there wes 
never © better one then John Bevens of Redding, who spent 
s¢éveral yerrs on the Meloy end Beird ferms. He now re- 
sides in the Sen Joachin valley et Turlock, Celifornie. 

BLAKELY, Lycurgus, and Sarah Gerd ware merried Fev. 
28, 1864, in Wayne Co., Iowe, living there wntil 1877, then 
moving onto a fxerm two miles south of Mt. Ayr. In 1881 
they moved into the tewnship on the J. K. "Polk" Norris 
ferm, 2 mile northerst of Middle Fork church. lLeter they 
Lought the W.d of the N.E.= of Sec. 15, which remeined 
the fomily home until 1976. They removed to Buxton, 

Wilson Co., Kenses, in 1907. To this union fourteen child- 
ren grew to menhood end womenhood. Alice mrrried Jeff 
Sems, end they bought the E.3 cf N.E.i of Sec.5. They 
then opereted = store in Delphos. In September, 1891, 

Pr. end Mrs. Sems end Cieme, the oldest child were crlled 
from this errth. The other two, Memis end Chsrlioe, then 
went to live with their meternsl grendperents. wWilbcr 

in 188° moved with the neighboring John Glover end Minor 
woods femilies to the Black Hills. He merried Meble Harris 
end they hed e son, Herris, 211 residing ct Yekime, 
weshington. Robert enlisted in Co.K 5lst Iowa Regiment, 
in the Spenish-Americen war, serving in the Philippines. 
Ee merricd Meud Fisher of Kedding, end they herve two 

sons end thre. deughters. They live in Council #luffs. 
Ev:., sith brother, Sendy, in 1694 went to Whitewood, 

S. D. She merricd Denicl J. Arnold of Belle Fourche, 

S. Db. where they hrve lived 45 yeers end hed five 
chilaren. Sendy merricd end locrted ert Rogue River, 
oregon. Fifteen children--five boys end ten girls-- 

£11 living, blessed them. C. W. "Billy" in Merch, 19035, 
lcft for Dewson, k. L., then went to wimbledon. In 
Dickinson, H. D., he met Borthe Smith of Logensport, 

Ind., 2nd on August &, 1906, they were merried end sbiil 
rcside in Dickinson. Of their four derughters, Mrrgrrcot 
(Adems) lives <«t Gressy Butte, k. D.; Alice (Goctz) is 

in Stockton, Cclif.; Lois is sttcnding Northwestern 
liczerene Collesc; end Errie is in hizh school. Delia 
merricd uxeclter Fisher in 1°01, «and they hrve one deughter. 
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Their home is in Gordon, Ncbr. Nellie in young womrn- 
hood wont to Belle Fourche end merrisea Wm. Rrdcke, end 
they locnted in Tulse, Okla. Two children ourvive them. 
Dessisc merried Nettie Davis cnd they loerted in Seminole, 
Olea. They hevc two boys end two girls. Reuben went to 
North Dekots, end merried Tillis Tomanson. They reside 
ant Lisbon, N. D., where he is « well-driller. Alex mr- 
ricd Ethel Coeil snd they live at Buxton, Kensrs. Edger 
wes. ef. Vallcy City, N. D., be rber, then wont to Omeahe. 
Mergoaret merried Mark Wollever in Buxton, Kansas, and 
they live in Tulsa. Mine married Herry Blake IMG LA 
ena thyy live in Fredonia, Kanses, and herve one daughter. 
Chrrlic Sems servcd in the World Wer, end Memice married 
Joé Miller of Kenses. Mr. Blekely wes a= locel preacher 
ef the vld School (Primitive) Beptist Church, end went 
ence « month to Denver, Mo., to presch. He wes. also a 
Justice of the Peace for many years. The Birkely femily 
revnion will be held. in August, 1940, at Robert's home 

in Council Bluffs. ; 


BNOWN, Joel, cntered lend = mile south of Hickory 
Greve in Merch, 1356. Mrs. Lesen tells us he wes born 
1850 in Indians end czme to the township in 1855; thet 
in 1651 he merrricd Av-liné Cox end they had six child- 
ren: thet His first erbin was'i6 x 18, snd he wera eo 
stock rriser rnd fermer. 


BROWN, Willis, e brother, preempted lnnd in Merch, 
1655, one mile southwest of Hickory Grove. In 1895 
they built s Isrge home on the farm. Of their children, 
Miles lived just edjoining on the west, merried Abbey 
urry, end they hed Jessie, George, Roy, Burton, 2 reail- 
wey meil clerk, snc Ive. .Dempsey remained at home dur- 
ing his liietime; Ruth Ann merried Lewis Mershell and 
they head Addis snd John, all locating in Wrshington State. 
Alice erxd Ellen sSrewn still reside on the home frrm. 


CLEWELL, Julius D., loerted on tho S208 (St Was 
oF Sec. 3 end S.W.t of S.W. = of 4. Hs was bor April 
10, 1836, in Pennsylvenie, and in 1860 -t Princcton, 
T1l., marrisd Fmily Kesheor, born July 30, 1055, necr 
New Philcdclphis, Ohio. In the fall of 19574, they 
16f£t Pord Co., 111., for Ringkelid Co., end ister bought 
the Milton Trullinger frrm, the house ef whichwsas store 
end post office of Ingrrt Grove, of which the records 
snow Fr. Trullinger to herve been postmrster until Jen. 
10, 1876. Br. Clewell spent three yerrs in cective service 
of the Union srmy during the Civil wrr, perticip:ting 
in twenty-six of the m jor engrgements, including Gettys- 
burg, in his nrtive strts. He wes s tesmster in Bettcry 
D, lst KR. ¥Y. Light Artillery, Sth Army Corps. H6 wrs 
iene crave in Gish. K..cndel, 0. 0. F. circles, 
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Mrs end irs. Olewell end their four deughters, Clenme, 
Artie (Hrrdin), Leure, end Prudie, end two sons, Homer end 
Julius, Jr., ceme to Iowa in © covered wagon, drawn by a 
sorrel tcesm~-Rock end Fen--lerding © milk cowy with e bleck 
dog, Gudge, under the preirie schooner. The younger sons, 
Allen end Weltcr, were born in Iowr. Accompening the 
Cleweélls from +llinois wes the Chrrles Adems fremily, who 
remaingd. in the community, severe] yerrs. - Julius, Jr., 
morried Lore Dennis, end they homesteaded end renched necr 
Hetheaway, Montsnea, where Mrs. Olcwell promoted the rel- 
igious 1ifc of the community.’ They now residc in Miles 
OLty, 4 Al ,opurrtes thse, old home frerm. 49974197 


DEFENBAUGH, Henry, owned Iinnd in Scc. 4, end his 
puildings bordercd on the township. His sons lived on 
Vorious scrms) in: Middle. Fork, ~ Children were: . Elmer, 

Mrs. Thomes Nenier, Cherlie, Foster,- Bert, Mrry, ond 
John... Mr. Defenbrugh ceme: from Ohio, of Germen extrection, 
and..woes.0.Dig.tfermer. 


DENNEY, Hugh, wes born in Wisconsin. He wes one of 
S inmity.oL-frourtocn’ children, .by.two mearricgos of-his 
rw, “Thom s,.0nd’ survivodielilsthes.oldor set, bysover 
thirty yorrs. -Cora-becrme Mrs. Wilson McCurdy; snd Srrah 
Moeericdatiwav rn Krstor, mother ol sRoy..'cnd sc0cond, “seth 
Puen OL ones YOUNPCY Childruneinore are:.. Ciyde, 2h 
Ceroonbursancnsrs City; KRoberby in upholstery. business; 
goers igO wo Wa ll. SaNnsUunenes Diuginesd, Coins: In. t.Jossie, 
fetal vemii ee rOnnworkor,. Colorado Springs, Colo. 3 Fennie, 
Who With theryhusbond cre missionaries in Guctemels;, Lucy, 
who merricd Jences Imus, end they live ct Grend Coulee, 
Wesh.e3; snd Merry, now Mrs. Bennett Woods of Joplin, Mo. 


Mr. Denney crmo:' to the county ct the ege of 18 yorrs. 
Hevmcrried Srrch’ Miller, deughter of Jcres cnd his. wife, 
Suge choy), .wno creme to Towe, in, L6o6, withw his 
prrents, Henry end Cetherine Miller, from the inmmodirte 
WoClHeuy.or Noture] Bridge) in Roek-bridgs) co., Ves, 
sottling in Clinton township. Mr. end Mrs. Denney locected 
on the north helf of Section 21, wheres they reumrined 
forty-three yurrs before retiring to Redding. With the 
exception of onechild, the family hrs all remeined in 
the home lvucrlity. 


In the Denney femily the.eé sre Homer, who merricd 
Myrtle Joffer.on, end they reside on the south holf of 
16, cdjoining Middle Fork Chrpel. send hrv« two childrens: 
Bernice, who is sssist:nt secretrry of the Ringgold County 
nistorice1 Sociuty, snd Hugh Robert. 


Oley merried Leleh Glondenning, deughter of John, 
end they herve Lester. Their home is south of Et. Ayr, 
on the frrm where Mrs. Denney wes resrod. She hes won 
mony strte prizes on poultry, geese being the lending 
Srise-winnors. .Ciry is cctive in cgriculturel afioiras. 
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Susic merried Iven kh. Hoffmen, and they herve resided 
for meny years ct \okster Groves, Mo., end hrve two child- 
ren. The fowily heve - ferm in the old home vicinity. 


RowG mrrricd Inic Norris, end they live on the home 
frrm. They heve two sons Merritt end Nelpon. 


Aime merricd Bernerd Seville, rnd they reside nerr 
the childhood homss ov erch. 


EF. i. Dennis, wes born necr Mammoth Creve, Kentucky, 
rerioving to jndicnr. .He merried Ruth Mershal2, daughter 
Gia as FO SISvcT tor yarec range pouls’ of Warren .GO.; 
Ind. 0 this union there were borne George, born in 
Indienr, long cs. blLacksmith in ReGding, thon located in 
Des Moines; John sna Woodferd, who removed to Californisc; 
Celvin snd Ide, who lived to be neéerrly grown; William, 
wne wes with them enly « short time; Nancy, now Mra. 
goe Burks of Coronce, Crlifornis; Lers, now Mrs. Cherles 
Knight of ht. Ayr; Oliver, who lived south of Middle 
Pork Church then on ths M. P. Hoffman plece, cnd now re- 
sicés in Mt. Ayr with seh, LeGlic, cnd wife end tneir 
drughter Ruth, om etcomolished musicien; Elizebeth, who 
merricd Jefferson of \yoodbine, relrted to the Wilis Brown 
snd John Cowrn frmilics, cand while Visiting them mct his 
future wifc; they locrctcd st Woodbine, becoming the prr- 
ente of vight chilarcn, cmon; them Myrtle, now Mrs. Homer 
Donrcy, of middle Fork rnd Redding; Luther, born Feb. 
Potooe, ner. ed. Lcttia Mondunel) in: Kansas, cndstnhey 
he@: Lore, new Mrs. Julius Clewall, Miles city, Montene; 
Wiitiem Dcanis, Tevor) Towa; larric styles, Merced, Ceiifr- 
Ornic; end Orville, o minister in “Chency, Wesh. Luther 
lived. in cerlicr .jyeers on the N.f of N.E.4¢ OT SGC tee 74 
Some yerrs “go he loceted on « farm north of Watterson 
end just secross the line on Lotts Creek township. He 
hes rocently retired to Mt. Ayre. Luther recells the 
ru-clcetion of Prusif@ent Lincoln, when voters were cither 
Coppcrhceds or fer Lincoln end the Union. 


Uncle Matt, E. M., migratcd to Milo, Iowa, his 
fether-in-law coming on to Ringgold Oounty. Ho ceme to 
the township cs cerly as Afugust 29, 1857, whore entrics 
were medc en lends in Seotions 23 end 26. He loersted on 
the N.W.q of the N.W.¢ of Sec. 26, wherc his son, Luther 
hrs ¢ lively recollection of secing the feather break 
preiric end pldéw under brush cnd seplings of rny size the 
oxen could ct over. AS © smell boy, Luthcr's8 job wea to 
run clongside cnd prod the oxen int® grerter eccetivity. 

It took - rerl mon to hold such ec plow in the ground, 
cna 2c. M. Dennis was one such. 
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At the funcrel of Georgs Sozsrt, who hed returned to 
his hoiré on the Imus plecc on furlough, E. M. marched with 
e fife and drum corps with the procusiion to Middle Fork 
comcotery where the home gurrds fircd © volley over his 
grave. Rov. F. M. Dennis was 2 locel prercher of ebdlity 
end power. As ¢ Justicus of the Peace, ha performed meny 
merrioge corcmoniss. Among those unitcd wers Noch Jrrvis 
end Sareh Ann Howse, now residing ct Wimbledon, N. D., in 
their, 6Uth yerr of merrivd life. 


Daring the Civil Wer, E. M. Dennis wes sont by tho 
HOM@eGwetds 35 Tndianola, whersc his two, brothurs lived, 
ond che nver3st express officu, to bring the ucnsy soldicrs 
hédeoois .O VliGir Wivcar, AS FoMmemboer of tho-itteris, he 
Hevea ceUltoeriayt: longeethevate to.ulino Sctwsers thet Eest 
dias mucd.osporks .of4they Grand Hivor , 


William Jofforscn.Donnis,, loft the home farm at®@an 
sar ly eeu to enter: thoy Railwey Mail Scrvice and, dospite 
tha. stronuous cuties of his position, mrdc use of All 
snere time sontinuing his cducetion YW graductcd from 
Don ioints@collogsc end with his wird, Biticeds, won% as 
Wivsien vorencr tocPuru., They hrds. son, Willies dr, 
who is also = teacher... While oengrsuc in this commondeble 
work, he meade the velusble scientivic discovery of cubs, 
He poworlul inasccticids, Ho raeturnid to Jowa city ns an 
ie aeLor,s ul. wes called away from this work Ineig2o to 
PeCunory a esol cn te. tic. oxpodition up tac Arozon ond into 
Peruse. "Dons is. suthor ‘of tho sock “The poism ‘Arrow’, 
and thrcc hisuniy sooks. 


GANDERY JamoseH.', of Zeneavilico, ohio, come To the 
township in 1857. He end Mrs. Gandur, nos srnett, located 
on the cest Of Scc..10. During the wer betwocn thu North 
and South he hra ec long wer rvucord, cnd wes mustered out 
a ceptein. Hse served as County Superintendent, and wes 
ao locsl proeacher.. For several docades of thoir lztter 
yeers, Coptsin end: Mrs. Gender lived in Beldwin City, 
Kenses.e. Gilbcrt scorved in ths Spcnish-—American Wer, send 
practiced law in Coffeyvills, Kensas.. He is marricd end 
resides in Baldwin Oity. 


GARTIN, George W., creme to the township in 1875. 
He wes born Jen. 31, 13842, in Fulton, Ind. His wifs, 
ery Threldkeld, an orphen reered by uncle and sunt, was 
born in’ Jackson Oo., Ind., Merch 25, same year. They 
wore morricd Merch 27, 13864, at Cheriton, Lucas Co., 
Iowns On Oct. 24, 1661, he enlisted in Company Cc, 15th 
Towe Inf., end wes in séverel frmous battles of the war, 
perticipcting et Shiloh, scige of Vicksburg, Kounesaw 
Mountrin, scige of Atlante, and in Sherman's merch to 
the sea, then merched to Goldsboro, North Cserolina. . Hc 
sérved as musician until the seige of Atlenta, when he 
shouldered 2 musket, and wes mustcred out es en Orderly 
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Sergeant. Hé wes honorably dischrrged in July 1865, end 
returned to Lucas Co., whert sll the children were born; 
Rosette Belle (Mrs. Frenk Phillippi), Thomes N., Stephen 
Deyo renklin P:, ond) Eugene.) The fethor end sons formed 

mn fife end drum corps. They spent meny yerrs on the N.W.t 
of Sec. 8, then moved necr the county sort. Steve, to 
whom wo crc indebted for this intercsting drtc, married 
Jen, 6, 1926, Greco Glendenning, deughter of John, end 
theoy=reside;, ct Mt. "Ayr. 


GULENDENNING, David, was the youngest of the Richrrd 
Glendeaning frmily to _reech manhood. He locnted on Sec. 
103) To himecnd Aunt Em,ywere borne. Chrrlic, who merriéed 
Mende inorcin, end trey, live near Mt. Ayr; Ralphs sida, 
who marricd Woyne Kesterjcand lives in Mt. Ayr; Minnie, 
who morricd Jelo Krestor, end is tmployéed on the. Omaha- 
Council Blufirs bridges; James, who locreted ct Greeley, 
Colo.; Jerry, who msrricd Meude Shrfyer ond they ruside 
noer Redding; Mcudu, who marricd Anderson, end is «2 
Panther Halley, now. of) Sunnysidc, Wesn.,; Roy of morr 
Mtv Ayres cnd Mebcl. 


GLENDENNING, Honry Thomes, son of Richrrd, born ct 
éndcrson, Ind., merricd Cherlotte Brooks Howe, « widew, 
who with her first husbend, Thornton Howe, « lrwyer, head 
lero Sweyzce,, Ind. with two young davghters, for iowa. 
Thoy atopped first in Devis county, end in 1853 locsted 
Proce IO-noraat erm in. Soe.) o and.) 10. Uncle Tom had come 
Booey i 1640 with his. perents, who opcrrtcd = sew mill 
in Gontry Co. Coing te Stenton, Neb., in 1902, he home- 
gatonded noarsPingrus, N..D., where he spont tho summers. 
Hoang sur voyor end inehis mawena Dak. pionegring, 
enjoyed running lines, locetéing government corners, «and 
trovtinrig) ore renes ond plonctrviifoe, “Aunt. cherlotte 
spony her inter yorrs with her daughter, Belle Scott, 
in University Park, cdjoining Oskploose, Ire. The Glen- 
donning children were: Bellc, Henricttc, Albert, and 
Tillie. Bolle was « teacher and teught throughout much 
Of the county oendin’ McPherson Co. Kanara. On Christmas 
eva ,uioe), sho was) merricd to Wma. Scott... Ette 
Glondenning morricd Wm. R. Locke, a ncighbor. He opcr- 
CGodeemerlos oOndi livery, bermwin Mt. Ayr cond Stenton, 
heoressned 2 horse ranch in N..D.,cend devoted his Lire 
work to the horse busincoss. Thcy hed Wm. M., now of 
Cine uniirol Belle vend. ACria orn Oslin, As Nrs’.. Duncen 
Pcermein, the lrtter wrote a prize story "Srlute the 
'39crs" in the May 13, '39 Saturday Evening Post. Albert 
Glendonning loc;e ted in Nebr. He morried Della Mcderis 
end they hed Eve. He Inter homesterded neer Crosby, 

WN. Ds, ond.in Ornadea. His home is now at Scattic. 
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GLENDENNING, Jemes W., born in Anderson, Ina. 104<, 
comé in 1861. He cnlistcd in Co. G., 4th Iowe, but wes 
soon musterud out for disrbility. The records of the fd- 
jutent Genersl's Deprrtment sry of his further scurvice; 
"nage 18 yrs; Residence Ingart'!s Grove, netivity Indirna: 
Enlisted Merch 24, 1862, co. "G" 4th crv. Missouri State 
Militie, .Tho frrm on Sec. 22 and 23 was obtained in 1869. 
He marricad Dulileh Jervis and they hed: Willinm H., who 
with his uncls, Noch Jarvis, wes the. first from thet scetion 
to sett_c in N. D., going first to Wimblcdon, then opcr- 
ating 3 rench nésr whet is now Yioodworth: Carric, who 
Kon aes es Har ebrovher, tand marricatCarfaAasciWilson, 
Ol Vertes sy Le... ind then ystoeok ta vhomon seal. ve his with 
Cie eae onuein ine, Lond *they pousht,. Te now the-alteyor 
WOOKGOTUNIN, Doe Tac reside ote Salem, Ove.., nc, “oveeJamos, 
Edger, Bollc, 2rqd Nijoon;.Hlla-mearriod’ zAlphonss,Hotehkiss 
end they reside on her homesterd nerr Wocdworth and heve 
Lole. end Glen 3a0260 merricd Willerd Waugh end they ro- 
nn tnoed noer Recaviz.« } Vorda,marricd. 7. Lester Hoffmen. 
Both wore terachsrs, ‘and homostecdediet. Woodworth. Mary, 
Whoiworsree Uemos Holden, loci t eednughtur,. Sylvia. 


DENDEN NING, Poter “asa, boy, on 1840 sno withihis 
perentarirom.Groeoncestlc, Inds, to Alsany,; Mo.. fis Lather 
wes c brothor of Richrrd. Hse loceted on W.% of 38.W.+ of 
SUvaw brewed Wes on octave locni prerchcr. Around the 
eurns OF thse .ccntury,- He. locetcd etikrlispell, Mont. His 
Sey stommLe. wesean fLdvent .Christircn ministor, Thore wore 
wise Sylvia, and Glceuds George. 2k sistir wes Thene Curry; 
witco of Joemes, who lived in Rice township. MThcoir sons 
Worse: Crivin, who merricd Lossio Jreobs cnd wes c« min- 
PiLer er Osa Osne eV oUnivensity (PeresoWerren, woerrlod’ 7 
Kester, ond thoy remained in the county. 


GOLLLDEY, William, a cerpentor, resided st the: turn 
of the century on S.s of N.W.¢ of Sec. 7, moving to tho 
Hosfoerd placs, snd thence to DesMoines, his present 
residence, With him and wife, Emma, were the three Ciry-= 
Gureechaldrsn of:.c/formur marringo. *Of these, Ecrl mar- 
Tica Jossio Jorden, end they reside et Gresley, dolo., 
where he hes cs filling stretion on the Estes Park high- 
wey. Verna merried Sam Rush, and they had several 
children. Tho feomily.Toceted near Grocley. She was an 
scecomplished musician. Frank merried Dora Bollemy, cnd 
is the Methodist ministor ct Villisca, wheres he hes a large 
congregrtion. The two Gollidey childron, Violet end Wyrtt, 
ere in Dés Moincs end both merricd. Violct md femily, 
following in the footsteps of hur mother, sro sctive in 
the Snlvetion jrmy, cna wystt is a stone-cutten 


HAG/NS, Dlizgabeth Jane (Tardy) was born in Rockbridge Co., V 
eer the Natural Bridge. She married Dr. Bird Hagans, who practi 
medicine in Mt. Ayr in the arly days. he had beena pupil in the 
it. Ayr school of both the father and mother of Randolph Beall ofr 
that city. The Hagans had one son, .ilexander. He married Mamie 
Swan and in 1897 both he and his mother located on farms a mile ¢ 
of Ringgold. Later they located in M:nchester, Kansas. LirSe 
Hagens, in the early years, was a teacher and later hac charge of 
tie local post office. 
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GRIFFITH, Jcthro Johnson, wes born June 9, 1851, in 
Cruwford Cc., Ill., son of Jrmea J, Griffith cnd wife, 
Susen Higgins. The frther wes born in 1826 in Guernsey 
Co., Ohio, snd his grendfrthor hed come to Philrdeéelphia 
from Englend, where his great-grendfether herd come from 
Wales. emcos J. merricd in 1849. In mid+summéer of 1854 
the fomily moved to thu township. In 1856 the N.é of 
N.W.¢ of Sec. 20 wes precmpted end romeined his prrents! 
home. Othser children were Merry (Hoffmen), Martha Jane 
(Oliver), and Mec. .In 1860 or '61, Jethro sthondod school 
his first term, to Sereah Glendénning, and the second 
term to Nency Glendenning. 


On his clst birthday, Jethro was offcred the sale of 
GHGo-N.e Of -N:..E.z of Sees.le by Martin Hoffmen. 2 Phat fell 
of 1872 he bought the lend, giving notes which he mot 
before duo’, cnd received e discount accordiugly. i} The’ ferm 
has never hed, x: mortgage, on, it. .In September ofzthet yorr 
he edopted the,Golden Rule.* On Janurry SL, 4876, he 
marricd Mrrie Glover of Noble Co., Ohio. Chilhdron were: 
Louenns, married Cherles .Micheéel, Merch 28, 1900; end 
thoy reside on the W.s of S.W.4+ OF Sec. 17; George E. 
morricd Meud Miller? on October (5, 1906. They farmed, on 
S.wW.¢ of Sec. 9 and they now opernte 2 grocery store in 
Roodine., They herve. -daushter, Volma'... Ghacrles i mr= 
ricd Mergeret Hrermenn ond farmed on W.s of Sec. 8, thon 
moved to Minn. end thones to Klemath Fells, ore., where 
he erid: his’ oon-.oporrte a deirys .Olare.Maq merried J. Ray 
Millcr, Feb. 15, 1908, ond formed on S.E.¢ of Sec. 7, 
then moved to Redding.’ They are now in Lerimor, Ia. | 
Owcn merricd Emma Miller, Fob. 28, 1914, and they farmed 
in the township until 1950, then sold out and bought a 
ferm southerst of Rodding. James, son by scoond merringe, 
to former Miss Marts, owns crst helf of home plece and hes 
2 service station on the accross the rord from the site 
of old Bunker Hill. After 81 years:in the township, Mr. 
Griffith, with wife, moved in 1936 to Redding, where they 
now reside. 


HIGGINS, Allen end wife, Louise, left Hanoock Co., 
Ind., and cntcred a tract of land in Sec. 50 in Dec., 
1855. Mrs. Lesen tells us thia became Imown as the 
Thomrs MceQuige farm; and thet Mr. Higgins served as county 
treesurcr end a momber of the 17th Generel Legiclative 
Lasombly; that their daughter, Mrs. Charles Humphreys, is 
one of the two oldest nstive-born women in the township. 


HOCKETT. Tho couple csme from Indiana to Iowa in 
1852, ¢nd to Ringgold Oo. in 1882. é6hildren were: 
Butsy Jone, July 4, 1872 merricd Nethan Hemmer, and they 
operstcd ¢« brick kiln north of Redding, before loenrting 
néecr Wimbledon and Courteney, N.D., end they hed: Etta, 
of Himgeola Co. mieiicse of fiverts, Oenada; Lrtapr, -mer- 
ricd end efter many yorrs ct Wimbledon purchrescd e ferm 
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et Grantsburg, Wisconsin, whers they now lives Chrrlie, 


formerly cgcnt for the Soo line st Velva, N. D., and now 
ot Escenabe, Mich. 


George Hockett me Redding, Nancy and Nottie. sy 
Hockett frrm wes the S.W.g of the S.E.4 of the S.W.2 
of Section 7. 


HOFF'Mi.N , David, appears to heve come about 1870, 
locsting on the E.s of S$ Woe of Sec. 18, with other Land 
in Sec.ec. He served as a member of the Borrd of Super~ 
visors. 4 His iwifol wasivery Griffith,and thoy hed: .. J.B, 
"Rddieé," Siles, Loster, end Iven. The former two reside 
et Redding; Lester homesterded st whet.ia now Woodsworth, 
Weeb. and resides in, Springiisid, ore. | He. married’ Verda 
Glendenning. Their children eres; Goldin, Janice, Wen- 
dell, Gordon, and David. Iven married Susie Denney and 
they have Herriet and Hollis. Ivan end Harriet taught 
in St. Louis schools, where they were commercicl in- 
structors. He graducted from Simpcan College, Indianola. 
Aunt Mery is. one of the, two, oldest: daughters in: the 
township. 


HOFF ,, John Sever reo cvorht Indiens in Tdfo;7pur= 
chrscd err N. 3 of N.W.< of Sec. 19 from his mother-in- 
LOWse Moses OUSEN KtOus. By his first merricge there 


weres s#donijch 4., who married a Lesen and errly lacated 
Sicourtenny,.N. Deon on lerge farm whore Mrs. Horfman 
resides. His son Merritt, is at Minot. 


fnna merried Sherman T. FErguson and they resided 
just west of the home plece. In 1900 they movud to 
Wimbledon, N. D., end homesterded near Woodworth, tneir 
present home. They hrds Eerl, married Grace Price of 
Ringgold Co., second, Josic Berg, and he operrtes a 
Bouryect ) Woodworth oN, D. menvied Bdgar Goffe, Wimble- 
don photographer end now Woodworth electrie engineer; 
Ollie, married Charles Inches of Bonnie Scotirnd, 
FPermers. Union. Oil, Station»smaneger at Ryder, N..D.5 
Elmer, who lecated in Minneapolis; Clyde, Mill City 
celectricien, residing with his deughter, Grecese, in 
Minnee polis. 


Will, who located nt Velva, and now resides in 
Srnskr tehewen 


Mettie, merried John Edwin Scott, end they resided 
first on the prrentel ferm, then ct Shelton, Snohomish 
and Prteros, Woshe, where he wes a contracting Ccerpenter. 
L* Vettes, born in the township, married I. Wells Little 
fon, Fe tcros postmestcr, end they heve two deughters. 


Ruth, merricd George Wilson of Ven Wirt, end they 
lived on s homestcerd cedjoining Woodworth, N. D., efter 
. few yorrs residence «ct Courtency. 


Cherlic, merrivd Porsis Clerk of Ringgold Co., end 
Tires 3 
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they hed two sons, Everett and weyne. He hed e clrim 
necr yoodworth. 


In lo$3 the fomily inoved into kcdding. Mrs. Hoffmrn 
imerricd sccond, Mrs. yeugh, sister of Shermon Ferguson. 
By her first merrisge there were; Bert, who homcsturded 
ner Woodworth, merricd Gree. Metheny, locel teacher, end 
they loerted in Ohio. Ff deughter merricd Eddie Hoffmen, 
end enother merried Hrricn sbrrr. By the sucond merrricge 
of erch there worse; Florence, as terchor, now Mrs. C. H. 
Remsey, residing on the 0. I. Tardy plece; and Olive, 
now Mrs. Thomes Miller, living wust of Rodding. 


HOPIMAN, Martin P., born 1841 in Montgomury Co., 
Ind., where in 186d he meorried Elizabeth, deughter of 
John Bishop, Mrs. Lussn tells us, cnd thoy came to thoir 
home on the §.Ek.¢ of Scc. 18 in 1870. j/¢. dooply religious 
mend philenthropic men, "Uncle Mertin" prrticiprted lrrgely 
in the cndowment of Simpson Methodist Colluge of Indisnols, 
end through resulting scholerships, helped many worthy 
young people ccquire highcr cducetionel training. He 
hed « long wer record snd wes e« co-foundur of the Middle 
Fork church. funt "Lib" survived him by meny yorrs, ro- 
maining on thc home fern. 


HOLDEN. wohn, ¢ceme: Dirstein Vos ,- reme ining stor 7 
your; then returned to Tll., whers he onlisted in the 
Civil Wear.. He ceme pormanocntly in the spring of 1866, 
residing on the home frrm--in Sections 12, 13, and 14, 
until retiring to Mt. iyre His son, Jamos, locrted on 
Poe ta etl sot ss ls ho merried Tirst,: Mery Glendenning, 
pias oicy Hed 2 dcoughtor,- now irs. KR. L. Fry: Jostph, 
Porte aye ties pri ly LOLS, tor Gcder Rapids, thence 
to indepondence, and-since June 1, 1934, hes lived in 
Des Moingcs. 


FOSFORD, Jonathen, owned the 8.3 of S.W.% of Sec. 
Awond cajrcant londs. * His’ son; Will, who marrisd: iris 
Knight, residod on the home frrm and John, who married 
© Jacobs, on another tract cornering. Several grendsons 
of the Reynolds! family loceted in the township. Uncle 
tioo Dive nt Diagonrl, end thon in Délphos in, Tater 
yeors. Clyde Hoover who farmed the land eround 1898, 
owned and operetcd - horse-power threshing mechine, which 
did most of the locel work, resulting in those memoreble 
threshors! dinners. 


HUGHES ,Aaron, who rosides in the extreme southerst 
corncr of the township, wrs rosred erst of Wrtterson, 
where his fsther Wm. Hughcs, wes among the errlicst 
Scttlers in the Ercst Grand Valley. jseron married into 
the Robertson family of Hatfield vicinity end they end 
their fomily hove résided ct their present home for 
sevornl decedés. 
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JiMES, Squire Herrison, native of L.ttica, Ind., came 
with his mother to the home frrm, the 8.4 of S.W.4 of Scc. 
14, in 1874. The mother, Mclinds For lived to be 103, 
efter teking her first auto ride en her 100th birthdey in 
1914 with S. i... Derickson. On October 21, 1377, he mor- 
ricd Mery Hows, born Moy 17, 1859, in Iowa. In tho Jemcs 
femily there were; Lilly; cerl Cleude, merricd Eve Flowell 
of Wimbledon, snd they located at Leashburn, Scsketehowen; 
Ide Belle, merried Glenn Brown of Spiritwood, WN. D., end 
they herve ea daughter; Edmund Hows, merried Gortrudse Hum- 
phrey, end they hrve Orel, Victor, Jcssie, Darlene, and 
Mexine. They lived for « tine ot Wimbledon, and ore now 
on Section 22, Guy married Ine Pearson of Spiritwood and 
they heve Ircne, Doyle, and Ruby. They reside at Frederic, 
neer Ottumwa; Roy, merricd Gussis srnold, end they home- 
steaded in Wyoming, end now ere living on Sec. 25. They 
heve Esther, Zona, Dorothy, end Laurence; Ora, who resides 
with his mother st home; Fay, who merricd » Weugh; @leroence 
"Jess", clso married end lives neer Hetfiold; Merle, 
morriedvand lives’ near Hickory. Grove. 


The J: RED femily in the garly 7O'ts lived in ec. two- 
story log cabin home on the corner 4 mile west of the first 
Rosé Hill school. They clso resided for e« time on the 
W.e of the §.E.¢ of Sec. 8, intcrsected by the ercek. 
Latcr they loceted between Wetterson, then mown as 
Racrinetown endywRingsold "Gity.'.) Sarah, moarritd) Jon 
Engle, vetersn, rosiding just southérst of Ringgold. She 
now resides with her foster-son, Frank Lemb, ct Olathe, 
Kenses. Lucrutic, merried Barnott of crinsville,. For 
mony years these two G. ££. R. Widows lived toghther in 
wellsville, Kenses. /jnother sister married Shermen Me 
ininch of Ringgold, end Meggis merricd El Hopkins of 
WeGterson. i 


Tunvio. Nosh, | bormybec. Lo yiote,: in Ohio, imereied 
Serah inn Howe, born Nov. 4, 1854 in Frenklin Ce, Ind. 
The nuptial knot wes tied Novembcr 17, 1872, by E. hk. 
Dennis cs Justice’ of the Ponce. Children wore: Lottic, 
born on the: Hetzer plecv, married Jeon Murdick, wWimblvi- 
don N. D., LANL THRY HD Mabel end two boys, 211 now st 
Warneceicn., -OntoriossBrnvss., \nadeseclrim necr ‘Pingroee; 
edith, born on Jared plecu, marricd Dr. Elmo'L. Rey- 
nolds of Lunox snd Minnéepolis, and now of Osseo, Minn.; 
Fein. orn on Jarcaupl res, mernicdtida Brown, andshed 
three sons; Elmcr, born on Gilbert frrm, ¢ mile north of 
Hy. fT.-Glondcnning's:, now fire chicf end town mershell of 
“imbleudon, who marricd Dore Kuhlmann end they hrve Dorothy 
ond Elmo; Fred, born on Gilbert form, § mile north of 
BE. Te Gleundonning's; Clifford, born on Kious plecu, mor— 
ried Gledys Soott, sand they frrm with Fred; Chrrlic of 
vinnospolis. The Jcrvises worc tho first Rodding femily 
to Joccte in North Dekote, arriving spril 135, 1697, at 
Wimblcodon, where cfter 67 yerrs of mrrricvd life, this 
splendid couple still residu. 
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JOBDAN, Frank, of Guthrie County, in 1883 located on 
Giewh« 2 Olen. Wet. of Sec. .2,.) Heiand) his wife, the former 
Rosetta Rusn, were m. in the township Dec. 5, 1878, preceeding. 
They had three daughters: Nancy, Jessie m. Earl Clayburg, and 


they nave Francis Earl and Elma Pauline; and Bessie, also 
liviug near Greeley... 


_ KUOUS, Harvey, owned the S.3 of N.W.2 of Sec. 19, then 
left for Kansas about 1883. Fifteen years later he sold the 
farm to John S. Ferguson. 


KNIGHT, Lewis C., for many years resided on the S.E.2 
of Section 8 and other contiguous tracts. Among the children 
were: Nora, Iris, George, Rollie, Kéttie, Ray, Guy, Grace, 
MaevITiy AVY sand: Vernaxslned 699 they moved to the Gill farm, 
Opsrating lands in Sections 2 and 1l. James Crouch bought 
the farm, residing there two years. A sister, Miss Ida 
Crouch became Mrs, Ralph Main. Thomas J. Forbes of Farmer 
City, Ill., then purchased the farm, residing there until 
locating at Medina, N. D. in 1907 returning to Redding several 
years later. Wilbur went back to Ill.; Ila is Mrs. Guy Saville; 
Winnie, Alice and Urie reside in Minn. Mr. Forbes has had 
wide experience as a farmer, auctioneer and hardware merchant. 
he and his family have been active in religious work wherever 
residing. The T. C. Galloway family has since resided on the 
ferm Pon U..S. -t69. 


LANDON, John C. resided with his parents and sister, 
Eva, near Crown Point school house. In 1904 he located near 
Cathay, N. De, m, Almeda Winer, and they have eight children. 
foerey mow reside one farm’ near-Carrington, N.-D. His“sister, 
Eva (Taggart), lives at Kellerton. 


McCURDY,Wilson, m. Cora Denney, and they had: Jessie, 
now urs. Henry Gerber of Springfield, Ore.; Marion, who married 
a Brady, works for the Midland Continental Railroad Company 
at Jamestown, N. De; Maude, who married a Houcke and they are 
in Oregon; Thomas, who married Irma -Sunday, niece of the 
great evanglist, William Ashley Sunday, and they reside on 
tieir Twin Butte ranch neér Woodworth, N. D.; Bertaa, wife 
of Murray Derickson, also of Orefon; and Carl. The McCurdy 
family moved to North Dakota in the spring of 1903, homesteading 
near Marstoninoor and Medina. Their last residence in the town- 
ship was in the southeast of Sec. 8. 


Ke PHEETERS,Walter, located early on the N.% of the S.W.% 
of Sec. 14, still distinguisiied by the large yellow barn looming 
On the horizon. Walter himself was distinguished by a flowing, 
sandy beard. They moved xkx to Kansas where Arthur and son 
operated a mattress factory in Olathe for many ycurs. Other 
children were: Earl; Corwin: Willie: Charles, a doctor in 
Kansas City; and Perry, a doctor in Des Moines. 
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RUSH, Arron, wis+b. in Kontucky in 1825, slochtingset irst 
in Ltilinois;) snd comin‘ tovthe township in 1869. \Hovloestod 
OMT Soo. Os The Ciildren wors: Jim; o. prir of twins who 
Gicd in! infancy FOLD who ornscd Innd in tho tomns.ip, ~lthough’* 
living in Riss nd ho hd) Dermiis of Mowor Count yaesiinine 
Wid. me Mug ie Lahs, Sem, who m.-Verne Clayburg .nd lives netr 
urocley, Colo., snd Vine; Marth Morris who lives in Des 
i Oincs; ROsobt~. Jordan-vatire ey Lorretac JOTOLNs Or aiity seo 
Gicd in Sept. 1938 in Cxlif; Mrs. Slle Bollamy; Mrs. Cinme 
PLLLOUrOleut. tayr s' Poton, swho mse stednnn; Isntc,«wio for 
somc Bars rosided on Soc. 5 but now lives in ift. AVI 
Sissic ithersmow'of Mt. ¢yr, who for many yorrs resided in 
the township; snd Erastus, who remained in the township for 
i ny Yours. 


HV Ley JR COD) PWS oe Jolene plod] nomrilatureireriago 
ie MOCKeridgo County ,2Vae;,.60n of John and S-r-h*’Shaffér 
poet tC. a unoMm hoow.s: lS etho fanilymovod) to. Knox: Cov dinwowes 
PerneseoGe, nile .t.crasho, served *two yours in the iwar sbetwoon 
Prewaitucse wile thon wont tosvorenn poe Lid. ss WHOr meg OC ts. 


Pree CWS) nr LO Mary Eeemondorson,. In’ the. faisiot 1871 
eee) LOr liber. VI, ond in 1872. ‘boug piothe-.-rm on ios vee 


“U 

or the S, sie Of Sete, FO which remnincd the family home, Living 
uscuntil the yorr 1880 when the prcsent house was 
eeu, sO Lies mony HOM) <cros: timougnout the yo-rs. -Thoir 
Onilersce “nd ger-ndchildron born in tho township: 8%rah stta, 
vino fi Jicob Honry, Link, -nd Mey hed willerd, Lunice wn 
Mom enscph ma, NOW Of Nt. Perk vOkic.,. (both Bttn nandejos 

PeoOorn tit lll.) John’s, whovm. .curric Oliver. and ttha 
Mee ewer. Luc Jord onc. plot; Ieeoni iis 7 Wao mM. Po rl vEbiiers 
povtee ef, , Who m,, Notts Mockamson, ond, thoy roside on tho 
Tivie, Glvndonaing plice on See.3, cad Lioy? hve: -Bornices, 
Pemvn, LLOVG, Lotith, Bonny, Annabelle; tnd Ethsl} dyrs Nene 
Pimento TiO Lsenoy irs... WiJ. Motuiee; flncr Loe, wno Me 
Pent een pS OT. O01 VOr tn, emo... indptaey rosicdo on thee .ss 
Pere or oC. LO weshosit.va eerthe, PISO, ond. .sisol ;eolve 
Batlog who mrnicd sdduForbes 2nd thoy rosido .t. Exgioy, 
Pati. ooo thoy havo-sicnche, ei snd “neta; Guy, Whom. 
Peek se, cose Vos Loci ulBl oye neve, ..nd .udry 5. Bornerd. 
who mcrried sls Denney wnd they sare on tho old D.vid Glondinning 
Pisce4on occ. Oyseedyn voebstiorn se Leven, Bbornadino, Bivin, 
Clyde, snd Rutir. 

‘hon Ruth finishes the cighth gr«dce in Rosc Hill scnool 
met er 4 O41) Li cwilid. completos9o ycocrs, tht there bave 
Sewanee or morcor tiioeS:villc, childron® in continuous 
ettod nes in Middle Fork Township. 

Mey ond Mrs. Savills trevsledwlifo's p thway togsthor 
SuVervi yo. res ocyond their Goldcon ‘cdding cnnivoers ry. 
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SCOTT, Wiliam. H.,s be in 1856 ‘on his p .rcnts' homosteoad 
sic Milos northe st of.Council Bluffs, c*mce to the township 
in 1890, joining his brothcrs “nd sisters 2nd their motucr, 
Sussnns Glendenning Scott, sister of Potcr. For ~ number of 
yours they opor-ted the Smith plxec on the wost $ of Soc. 7. 
Upon | Vill's m-rri:ge to Florence Belle Glendenning they 
Fesidcdion tho S.4.of the NW. of Soc. 7, tho buildings being 
loec.tcd newr the rvilro.d: right-of-w-y. In 1895, thoy wore 
on the southe:st of 26, . mile south of Hickory Grov:, then 
bought on "80" 2 mile cest and’a holf-mile north of Ringgold 
"City", living there two yeers. In 1898 thoy roturned to. the 
tovnship, b.ving purch*scd the Ne as off Soc. 5, two milos south 
of Delphos. They sold the Ne4 and pure chinsod! the Neeof tho 
N.3.%. In Inter lifc Mr. Scott served on the Cxpitol police 
Peco ein wareshinceton., 
cLitethon Trom Octl (2.1692 [to#Scpt., 1903 wis the writor, 
s Mophew of Mr. Scott's, who by choice left tho'city..for.ferm 
lifc. Hign school work'w.s trken -.t Rodding, riding’ on horsc 
Damerore wo liane cown: tho C,.2B. 2) Sy, track with Dre Baird. in 
Cisse rTP Ded; Of.daceysHo geteout the: willow tnsos slong the benks 
Of erasure =mvon “thot farm.'4+.He*attonded Highland Park College 
Peewee oy ANE orUuctor Thora; stocks nomesto.d Inv. De and 
Prous tus range, (ni. sods.*furnitirs:busincss cnd served 2s 
Seeooew ry LO “overnor tnd: son tor, “<sclerk of tho Senite 
Comecoee Ol Ingen ni tcirs “covered the U. S. in on ‘invostis 
Servom or Jidi- nm cconcitions., His ad uchtors, wollio =nda Verde, 
Peewee. ol are, SCOUL, .t University Park, .c. municip bits ]djoining 
Meo Oo, curousnomost of thoirischool days, <.ticndingaFietgncr 
Pees trl li too shiippod iwo first ¢« .rlocd) oiacvuees 
Stor Dopnds. | ici is now SEO Res lInvono. Proevureoor sewed 
baomiar ek atid is Assist ent. Dirsctor of tno Divisicn of Cooper-= 
fe Ne imi the. s. a Departhont. of ear loulturcs. nti an 
Mires wo oNnesed (clively inamission work onG “served ie 
Cian evensolisnsof tho) De. Cv eCkristi-=n Endocsvor Unton. 
Peo,  Rrcostory, SyLVi enero. SCOLtL with hisewitrs, 
Peoria voi res Urn tors Loew oboe, Cd. Vill. Hot toma 
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Pomorie Ch pO Leo7.-1n “two corertd uy: consawith mules tesme 
PGr vim DLocon, Ate s Co. UM Deteee bio irs hore tag 
eructycrodue. Porcine Dslote) nomestcad. country. | Thsy menehod¢ 


Pee nee Hit) CLONE ON suimiel Looe. boar Co usin, “ill Glendtnning, 
Pemeg. Svnieks, Nokivurvis, andafamily, storting liter, Dut 
Pie winter, Ore ach ad. bac! wrest ene ten dys before 
Tio sew obesity set bt Lo pho Vis ond «Cline 
school terchers and taught in a-ny schools througout tue township. 
Tao tamily wentson~to Bugot found loe-.ting in ths ghelton vicinity 
Pronk served +s auputy sheriff vonumber, of terms. — i red wes 
“8st: nt doouty wordenent ll. “.lis Stite prison “nda minod 
ta i ¢: 


.y) More 


, s#plorce in sl usit:. ~H.ttic m. John Richmond of Eexconsfisld. 
Morey vo0ok = homesteyenin. tac Oki n gan country. 
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end. UTER, Chirlssehs, cb. eine Virginic,c7me tO township 
in 1669, The home f..ria wis on Soc. 7, Bunksr Hille school 
house being’ on the southe:st cornear. It ws l-ter owned by 
son, W.ltcr, who moved to Blockton ~ftecr solline to Cl rence 
Nixonm-ot: Farmcr City,.. Tilly, vend sl-ter owned: by Ray Miller. 
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wn0. LTSR, Iscizh Jacob, cxme from Greenerstlo,= Ind. , at 
tnete60, 0f (20. . Ho wreyb..Janl yy 1847 in V2.4. 0n March 4818593 
Doymwwenthns spnes Millers Children were eH. Fo cErnest. Gi: 
Pre wsornosb wWing;  lrswia ea Pa Mersholli and Mrssor.eiswolenn, 
With Whom ho rosided insArk until Feb. 6.°.Ho wisi the inst 
surviving ch-rs&tcr member of Eickory Grove Chruch. Tho home 
Pam. Wie ON oSCe, jac 


Dua; wii linn eThostomily rosided’in ‘tne nortngpnli er 
pec. (64. fr. ond Mrs. Slonn were both born and,;were marricd 
PeeocOtd:C WhCrOsicewis oc policomen, ct Glascow.. Ageyoar 
O20 child, dicd on thevship ywhilo.they were coming tolAmorica 
BPO owuisolcuibly ito wes.bpuricd litstho ocorcn. -Tacy coke firs. 
to Ohio tion to Wayne 0Co., Tows,.,,. From.thore they, crme to 
Maddie Fork twp. in 1880. Theirs children wors:...Vill, me 
Pee SO Le eC ot? 1 On sc Oadeam yo MOdgks Oo Jager) vienna 
WHO Ms Joke Willor; .nnie (who mearricd Dr..Bemcnt; Homer 
Woo Ms Paarl HMillor; and «threo childron' who dicd in infney. 
Pomer.tivcswiin ht. wyr ney andfh=s Ninn, Reymond, Nove, 
Peete. Dts al Ee 


SPENCER, O. G. wm. Julia B. Spx / Bairdi hey moved to 
township in 1901. They have seven children: Goldia ' 
Siievmaker, Gladys \dair, Lyle, Clifford, Letha Galloway, Ida 
Eickerson, eid John. 
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ev tao. os OF tie ie. bet Ot. 10. Mattie turn of the century, 
tae femily located in Delpnos. Here he erected a larjze store 


builéing, the second floor being used by the EeO. Osta sate 
daucnter, Fannie, nad previously coie here, and vitn cen 
Seaton they speratad tie ‘lesley Eownen nee Naturally enougn 
tapes. te ake Lived Homer svar chbehe | teat nO ee Sys TRS 

ena Orr, eso, engagediin mercantile pursuits. a StsGran S 
Potier sometines viel ted wuis..som and Lanily,, ait. as Orbea. « 
sten at tue Rush camp meeting, where with his rich voice end 
striiing personality he added much to the good on tne services. 


STSPHERS, heh ee appears to have been the tee settler 
on tie No.4 of Sec. 5, residing there until 1898. ‘Will, | 
‘ltée and EZessie See ee in the county several decades. ‘This 
farm wecame the Scott place. The north ualf was bought oy 
eo OLE Ly 1.0 in turn sold it to Fred Nardin. Dr. O. Le 
Trullerton of Redding owns the entire quarter now also the N. 
Of Meaes, formerly known «3 the Zans "80" once a part of tue 
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STUART, ‘Alexander, resided on the S.E.2 of Sec. 15. Hig 
motner, "Grandma" Stuart, was b. 1812, the year of the second 
war With Greet Britian, and lived to a Great dze.ar. lex: nade 
several cnildren, amon;;% tiem Clyde, long at Vimbledon, N. D., 
und Homer, also in N, E., and im. and located at Hickory Grove. 
Janes, a brother of Alex., had a son, Burr, who homesteaded 
at Bucyrus, =. D. and was in the U. §. Prohibition field service 
many years. 


TROY ,Oliver, came:with his. parents and Slster jauisZz.e 
Jane (HavJans), from Rockbridge Co., Va. He resided on the 
Mew, Ol 16, and N.E.cof/17 retiring to Redding. The farm 
was bought by ..rthur Derickson, formerly of Clinton tovwnsiilp, 
mntil he and his brotuer, George and Sarl, and sister, Fannie 
Norris) and Hollie (Hull), homesteaded néar what is now 
wooaworth, N. D. 


THOMPSON, William H. was long one of the township's . 
suvstézhtial citizens and his father was emong the first settlers 
in Poe township. His parents, however were at Maquoketa when 
u@ was born. His father was later drowned in Vest Fork near 
Benton. “illiam began farming, the year he was married (1877) 
settling on the farm now owned by Harrison Olney. The following 
year ne purchesed from Mary Brovn the farm in the southeast 
corner of tne township where he resided the rest of his life 
Wruil pissretirement, adding from time to time to the original 
elguhty, sometimes called the Staton farm, that he got fyvom 
Moa Or Ov. Imirecent vears, "Billy", as sis neicnbore carved 
hin, lost nis sight and also suffered severe bone fractures 
Prone rel). He now. lives in Mount yr cared for by his oldest 
son, George, who came from his nome in-Nebraska for tuis 
purpose. Other children include; Clarence, m. %dna Vithers, 
several torms a county a~uditor,: now resides in wount ar; 
slaer, Osmer and ..lden, all living in Iowa, and a duugnter, 
Wine, m. Hallie Glenienning and now lives at Sunnyside, “ash- 
Pros a nOer poauwaiter jiMabely died in infancy. i Tite 
Tiiosipson name and place -are landmarks in the devclopnnet or 
middie Fork township. 
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TRULLIZGER, Milton S. came to Iowa as a child before this 
wag a state anid settled in the Black Hawk Purchase. ‘while 
residingon!the Wes of theiSv. “of, Sec..3 on land entered in 
1655 by Gabriel *Trullinger’ he was isoveral tiucs postmester of 
Ingart Grove, as the principa; township ost office was called. 
ic also served oftsn as committeeman, just or clerk of olsction 
wourds and Justice.of the Poece, Squire Trullinger was a 
staunch Union man and his home vis a famous station on the 
Underground Railroud for smuggling necroés norte He "as & 
pioncer bee man end was one of the first to introduce Tialian 
becs to Iowa. He also kept a flock of fins pceafowls. 
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Squire Trullinger was twice warriod. To the first union were 
vorn Lib, Charlotte, Blla(dicd infant), Henry, Chat and Hode. 
His sccond wifo was rolated to General “ade hampton who carned 
fame in the fight avainst "Carpet bagzers". To’ the sccond 
marriage were born Wade, Loren, Dllen, Joun D., arcadia, Etta, 
and Irving. Tine s:cond phase of Scuire Trullinger's residence 
in this township was on Nw of the NEP of Sec. 8, later owne 


™m 


oy #d Forves and sold to Henry Riling. 


“.UGH)Harvey, born 1834, was one of the most substantial 
and wsll know of the pioncers who scttled Middle Fork township. 
ac canco to Iowa from Crawfordsv illc, Indiana in 1854 and 
preemptcd two tracts of land. Ho purchascd the claim of M. 

Re Brown and the following yoar settled there with his family. 
Ha merricd Nancy Bishop and they raised soven childron. Tie 
~augh farm starting with a pioneer log cabin 14x 16 wath a 
stick chimney, cnclosed by rail fences and heavily wooded, 
was Covcloped into an outstanding pleco with a large house 
and barn for their day. Harvey Nauch was an active citizgon 
anc took part in the public affairs of tice day. Ho was an 
orgenizcr of the Home Guerds, or Southern Border Brigade, and 
WaS lst licutcnant of the local company. He was also one of 
tac princ movers in the building of the Middle Fork Church 


Joscph H. Vaugh m. Minnic McGuigg and they located cast 

Ot ths ole home placc on Sec, 21. Both were actively connected 
wilt. the sidcla Fork Chrucn and helped promote its activities. 
LUN YARSXNEXXXMARENXRERKALABIXN Jou, 2s he is called by his 
nNolsarors, ucld various township offices cnd was always identifiscd 
Witi cVaory cood causc. hirs. “eugh was at times almost an invalid 
ai.@ uncerwont many surgical opcrations with great fortitude, 

ss Gauzktor Bessie diced in infency. Clydo m. Belle Motsingecr 

lives near iis father's place and has three children. Sylvia 

Pie toetier ond Lives at Manning. iirs. Minnic ~weugardicd an 
Favruary of this yoar, 1940, and Jos is still living on his 

sOmsc pleacce 
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WGneartas HW. weariilict Glondcnhiingseand thoy cv 
lived on his farm adjoinging thc home on ths cast, and ers | 
communicants of Middle Fork -chapel. Of their childron, Clifton, 
with “ifo and liec Dean risido noarby; Forno end husband, 

Floyd Jaciison, and three daughters--Holon Hope, Mar joric and 
Amia Louisc, Live sast of Hickory Grovs; Fairic Odvan is & 

home sconomics vorkcer for Onio Stats at Van Yort,; Flore. Polls 
Lisntierbononor nt’ Trovnor; Glonanacassists-nor motner with tho 

i c homc and arden; Hazcol m..farl Jackson sind tacsy witn 
COmv2esoCurtis live nsar oy. 7 
millard werriod first Sadio Glondenning ana “or MAY 7Oars 
icy Lived on tho farm idjoining Clippsr school. Ee vi cereh we A 
in 2locktoa. “ary end Flor:., % o m. ‘Yilliams, m-.Ge their resi~ 
Ctiice in St. Jossph.  Northa Slizebecth merrisa itson 3ucffor 
Safediwcd Wenieor the Harvey Ceugh plseu, Stree narriad 
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EDITORS! NOTE: 

As in all-first.cditions: of studics of. this kind 
tnore will no doubt be»¢crrors and important dmissions. ‘Ye are 
sugecsting that those noting such write the author sectting forth 
corrections that might be: included’‘in any leter ‘edition; thet may 
be published. 

“le should like elso to suggest that now would be 
the Logical timo for the preparing of historics of “tho, rest 


Ta 


of the townships of the county «nd to recommend this work to 
the sponsorship of the recently formed Ringgold County His- 


Vernon. Socicty. 
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